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Abstract: Zhis paper explores the conscious deployment of modal auxiliary verbs by
the media to project stances and opinions on the topical issue of medical brain drain
in Nigeria. Data, which comprised a total of 12 editorials on the issue of brain drain
in the Nigerian health sector, were sourced from four Nigerian newspapers (Punch,
The Guardian, Daily Trust, The Sun) published between 2018-2022. The identified
modal verbs were categorised based on Palmer’s (1986; 1990) classification of modality:
deontic, epistemic and dynamic. The modal auxiliaries are used to stir up the emotion of
concern, project the duty of government and predictions about doctors’ exodus attempts,
and communicate the disposition of the government towards the issue. The editorials
are marked with modal auxiliary verbs intended to draw the attention of the public
to the responsibilities of the government and the possible outcomes of taking (or not)
necessary actions to tackle the menace of medical brain drain.
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1. Introduction

The media, through the instrument of language, have created awareness and
kept the people informed about issues and happenings within and beyond relative
spaces (Sunday and Fagunleka 2017; Olorunsogo and Akinade 2020). Media
establishments often claim to be objective and transparent in their reportage by

posturing as unbiased facilitators of public debate and non-partisan reporters of
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public issues (Wodak and Meyer 2001). However, these claims of neutrality and
independence by the media are false, as language use or discourse and ideology are
inextricably intertwined. This is because discourse is shaped by ideology, which in
turn is molded and projected through discourse (Jager 2001). Newspapers have
been used not only to inform and attract public attention to social issues but also
to mould people’s attitudes, opinions, beliefs, thoughts and inputs in matters of
social relevance.

Language is not limited to structures that are independent of contextual
relevance, but is also used as means of social interaction (Halliday 1994) and a
social instrument for human communication (Crystal 1985; Olorunsogo 2021).
Expressing content, enacting the social world and constructing discourses become
achievable through the functionality of language (Eggins 2004; Halliday and
Matthiessen 2004) which are evident in newspapers. Also, in the transmission
of ideologies, language plays a crucial role as the primary medium (Carter and
Nash 1990, Olorunsogo and Ige 2022). For example, an issue, subject or topic
is perceived by the public based on the manner in which it is presented through
discourse even in newspapers.

Newspaper editorials, like other sub-genres of the newspaper discourse, are
instrumental to the formation of public opinion, in influencing social debate and
decision-making, and other forms of social action and setting political agenda (van
Dijk 1996). Through linguistic features such as modality — a type of interpersonal
function of language — media establishments make known their perspectives and
stances on the validity of a proposition in a social event or national issue. One of
such issues of national concern is the emigration of health workers in Nigeria and
its implication on the society. While extant studies on newspaper editorials have
focused on the structure of editorials (Sunday and Fagunleka 2017), style (Bakuuro
and Diedong 2020), ideology (Mahmood et al. 2018; Khan et al. 2020), discourse
representation (Osisanwo 2022), modality (Bonyadi 2011; Alfred 2021); studies on
the deployment of modality in newspaper editorials to project stances and opinions
on topical issues are limited. This study is therefore aimed at engaging newspapers
editorials on medical brain drain in Nigeria with the purpose of investigating the

use of modal auxiliaries in stance taking.

1.1 Medical Brain Drain in Nigeria

Medical brain drain alludes to the mass relocation of skilled and trained health

experts (nurses, midwives, and doctors among others) from low pay to major league
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salary nations as a result of unfavourable everyday working environments and rising
enlistment exercises of rich countries (Kollar and Buyx 2013). Since oil market
prices got affected in the 1980s, health-worker migration has been an issue in
Nigeria (Cowell 1982). This decline in financial fortune brought about the mass
departure of numerous experts and educated Nigerians, who went to seck greener
pastures abroad. In the past forty years, this pattern has persisted, with the health
sector being one of the most impacted areas. The number of health professionals
secking relocation increased from 656 in 2014 to 1,551 in 2018 (Punch Editorial
Board 2020). The United Kingdom was a beneficiary of the migration of about 12
doctors per week from Nigeria between 2017 and 2018 (Mwiti 2018). In 2019, the
Nigerian Medical Association (NMA) reported that between 10,000 and 15,000
Nigerian doctors (90 per cent of them were trained in Nigeria) worked outside
the shores of the country. Also, no less than 2,000 specialists leave Nigeria yearly
for Europe, South Africa, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Australia,
Canada, United States and United Kingdom (Punch Editorial Board 2019). The
main challenges prompting medical doctors to move abroad include low work
satisfaction, deduction from salary, high taxes, huge knowledge gap, poor salaries
and emoluments, general insecurity, high cost of living, lack of good opportunities
and basic tools, personal well-being and future of children, underfunding of the
health sector and corruption (Adebayo and Akinyemi 2022; Nigeria Health Watch
2018; Ramalan and Garba 2021).

1.2 Newspaper Editorials

Newspaper editorial articles are generally regarded as a sub-genre of the large
class of opinion discourse (van Dijk 1996). In a newspaper, an editorial is an article
that expresses the publisher’s or editor’s opinion on a news or topic (Marques and
Mont'Alverne 2019). It is a presentation of fact and opinion in a pleasing, logical
and concise manner for the sake of interpreting significant news or influencing
opinions of average readers (Elyazale 2014; Ogunwale 2008). The topics of editorials
revolve around issues of national significance which may be cultural, socio-political
or economic in nature. Where necessary, in a bid to proffer solutions, editorials
evaluate and comment on what has already been reported as news (Marques and
Mont’Alverne 2019).

The length of newspaper editorials is between 700 and 1000 words and they are
located at a fixed place in the newspaper (van Dijk 1996). They are devoid of the

singular personal pronoun /and are usually dotted with subjective markers to reflect
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the opinions of the newspaper. The opinions and stances presented in an editorial
do not belong to an individual, rather, they are collective views shared among and
between management and editors of a media institution. The main objective of an
editorial is to influence readers to see issues from the perspective of the writer, thus
helping the reader to make up his mind about the events of the world (Marques
and Mont’Alverne 2019). Editorials are different from other newspaper genres
in the selection of lexical items, syntactic structures and modes of argumentation
(van Dijk 1996). Modality, a linguistic concept helps to achieve the objective of
an editorial - which is to convey a communicator’s attitude or opinion about the
truth of a proposition or towards a particular situation or event in a way in which

the speaker’s point of view can be detected in an utterance.

2. Modality: functional categorisation

The opinions and judgement of a writer or speaker on the necessity or possi-
bility of propositions are represented through modality, which is a linguistic cate-
gory that deals with meaning. (Hatzidaki 2011; Rui and Jingxia 2018). Simpson
(1993: 47) defines modality as “a speaker’s attitude towards, or opinion about the
truth of a proposition expressed by a sentence” as well as “their attitude towards
the situation or event described by a sentence”. These attitudes may be expressed
through modal auxiliary verbs. Modal auxiliary verbs express modality in terms of
possibility, necessity, permission, obligation, volition, and ability. They give more
information about functions of the main verbs that follow them. Quirk etal. (1985)
identify nine modal auxiliaries as ‘central’. They are: can, could, may, might, shall,
should, will, would and must (Quirk et al. 1985). These central auxiliary verbs are
the concern of this paper in relation to modality.

Palmer’s (1986; 1990) typology of modality is adopted in this paper because it
suits the evaluation and understanding of modality in the second language usage
context. Though the classification naturally positions modal auxiliaries into fixed
categories, in this study, the positioning is integrated in the light of context (being
the functional usage of the modal auxiliary verbs). According to Palmer (1986), the
subjective characteristic of an utterance is the concern of modality, and is therefore
defined as the grammaticalisation of the speaker’s or writer’s subjective opinions or
attitudes. Palmer (1990) subdivides modality into three main categories: epistemic,
deontic and dynamic.

Epistemic modality (Greek episteme, meaning knowledge’) is defined as

“language as information” and is concerned with what is possible or necessary
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given what is known and what the available evidence is. It has to do with the
speaker’s assessment of validity of the proposition in terms of “possibility” and
“necessity” (Palmer 1986: 121). Judgements about the necessity and possibility
of propositions is achieved through the use of epistemic modality (Palmer 1986).
Epistemic modality can be said to be subjective in nature because the assessment
of validity is ultimately derived from the speaker’s or writer’s commitment to the
proposition in the act of communication (Funamoto 1999; Palmer 1990). Deontic
modality (Greek deon, meaning ‘duty’) is defined as “language as action” and is
equivalent to Halliday’s concept ‘of modulation” (Palmer 1986: 121; Halliday
1994). Deontic modality concerns what is obligatory, permissible, or necessary,
based on a set of moral principles. It is dependent on some kind of authority, that
is, permission granted by some authority (speaker/writer) influences the ability of
the occurrence of events (Palmer 2003).

Dynamic modality according to Palmer (1990: 7) is ‘concerned with the ability
and volition of the subject of the sentence’ The dynamic meaning identified by
Palmer covers the other subclasses of meanings (circumstantial, neutral and external
necessity) that fall under the unclear boundaries tagged as non-epistemic and non-
deontic (Depractere 2015).

Alfred’s (2021) investigation of modality in Nigeria’s newspaper editorials
on security challenges reveals that media institutions present unbiased opinions
through the use of modality in editorials. However, s/he maintains that the kind
of modal markers utilised are informed by the regional identities of individual
institutions. Through the examination of modality in the editorials of two Nigerian
newspapers (Punch and Tribune), Lawal (2015) explains that the use of modal verbs
presents writers with esoteric positions of authority and confident prediction. He
concludes that newspaper editorials are not subject to the ideological inclination
of editors but driven by the ownership of the newspapers, hence, editors may not
be sincerely committed to the propositions made in the editorials. In a comparative
study of the use of modality in the editorials of an American newspaper and a
Persian newspaper, Bonyadi (2011) concludes that culled editorials from the two
newspapers contain more of epistemic modals that perform predictive functions.
This paper contributes to the study of modality in newspaper editorials and its
focus is on the occurrences of central modal verbs in selected newspaper editorials

on medical brain drain in Nigeria’s health sector.
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3. Method

A total of 12 editorials — three from each of four selected Nigerian newspapers
namely The Guardian, Punch, The Sun and Daily Trust — form the data for this study.
These four selected newspapers tilted towards libertarianism, and this motivates
them to challenge the government and its officials on national policies (Fagunleka
2021). These newspapers are not owned by the government; they present issues
from a position that is devoid of government’s influence and control (Abubakre
2017), as a result, they have often been tagged as “anti-government”. The Punch
has been criticised by the Federal Government for publishing ‘inciting, reckless
and inflammatory’ editorials (Presidency attacks Punch Newspaper — Premium
Times, Sept. 5,2018).

Data was gathered from editions of the selected newspapers published between
2018 and 2022; a period when the country recorded a notable increase in the rate
of emigration of health workers to seck greener pastures in foreign countries (See
Adebayo and Akinyemi 2022; The Guardian Editorial Board 2022). The emigration
which is on progressive increase has, according to Akinwumi et al. (2022), reached
an alarming rate. While there are over 10 news reports on doctors’ emigration in
each newspaper, the nature of editorials is responsible for the limited number.
The selected newspapers are national newspapers and are notable for their wide
readership across Nigeria. Therefore, their opinions about national issues have
the tendency to influence a large number of readers. Using both quantitative and
qualitative methods, a total of 141 modal verbs were identified in the editorials,
and they were analysed in line with Palmer’s (1986; 1990) typology of modality
(epistemic, deontic and dynamic) and in line with their functions in the data.
The verbs were in turn analysed within these categories in order to discuss their

functions and implications.

4. Results and Discussion

In line with Winiharti’s (2012) assertion on the contextual influence of modality,
the context of usage determines the functions of the modal auxiliaries in the selected
editorials. Out of a total of 141 modal verbs, Might(not) and ought(not) to have
the least appearance with 0.7% each. Should(not) has the highest occurrence with
30.5%. Will(not), can(not), and must(not) has 24.8%, 19.9% and 7.8% respectively.
These were followed by would(not), could(not) and may (not) with 6.4% and 2.8%
respectively. Shall(not) does not appear at all in the editorials. The deontic modal,

should is the most prominent in the editorials and is used to express obligation
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and necessity in the discourse. It is also used as a modal of advice and suggestion.
This is followed by the epistemic modal, wi//, which is used to express prediction.
Can(not) functions as an epistemic modal as well as a dynamic modal, and is used
to depict possibility/ability/inability in the discourse. Because of the need to draw
the government's attention to its responsibility of ensuring that the country is made
in a way that will make doctors want to remain in the country and practice their
profession, the editorials are predominantly labeled with deontic modal verbs.

Modal The Guardian | Punch The Sun | Daily Trust Toral | %
auxiliaries Editorials Editorials | Editorials | Editorials

Can(not) 5 6 11 6 28 | 199
Could(not) 3 1 2 9 6.4
May(not) 1 1 2 0 4 |28
Might(not) 0 0 1 0 1 0.7
Will(not) 12 3 11 9 35 | 248
Would(not) 5 4 0 0 9 6.4
Shall(not) 0 0 0 0 0 | o
Should(not) 7 15 10 11 43 305
Must(not) 6 0 4 1 11 | 7.8
Ought(not) to 0 0 1 0 1 0.7
Total 39 32 41 29 141 | 100

Table 1: Frequency of occurrences of the modal auxiliaries in the selected editorials

Implications of deontic modality

Deontic modality expresses the obligation or necessity to perform or not to
perform an action in a particular way (Kreidler 1998). The deontic modals, should
and must are used to express obligation (necessity) and advice in the editorials.
Should is the most significantly used deontic modal in the discourse. The deontic
modal verbs are used to project the obligations of the government (and in some
instances, the people) as touching how to act or behave in certain ways to bring an
end to the trend of medical brain drain. The excerpts below show the instances of
the deployment of should as a mild deontic modal auxiliary expressing obligation

and necessity in the discourse of medical brain drain in the selected editorials.
(1] It should be worrisome that an old story of how so many developed and
developing economies have been gaining brains from our brain drain in the

health sector is still a recent discussion point by the Nigerian Medical Association

ounonor Xi 2022 26

157



onnonor Xi 2022 26

158

Olufunke O. Fagunleka, David Olorunsogo

(NMA). Our leaders should stop lamentation, but act now to reverse this ugly
trend. (7he Guardian, 26 September 2019)

[2] Therefore, the government should wake up to this reality and work hard to
change the depressing narrative. (Zhe Sun, 10 May 2019)

[3] Aside from the fact that he is Minister of Labour and as such should have
statistics in the country... he is also a medical doctor and has a good idea of the

state of the nation’s hospital (Daily Trust, 29 April 2019)

In excerpt [1], there is the attempt to whip up the emotion of fear in the readers.
This is attributed to the state of the health sector in the nation, how both developed
and developing nations have been and continue to benefit from brain gain at the
nation’s expense. The doctors who receive their medical training in Nigeria keep
emigrating because of the impression that the grass is greener on the other side. The
editorial gives the impression of a collective loss which should be a cause for concern
as the development has lingered and features as a topical issue in the discussions of
the Nigerian Medical Association, the umbrella body of medical doctors. Through
the use of should the nation leaders are admonished to stop complaining about
the exodus of health practitioners but to take necessary actions to change the
trend and put an end to medical brain drain. In 7he Sun newspaper, which is
notable for its criticism of government actions and inactions, the government is
addressed like someone in a state of inertia or slumber as far as the issue of doctors’
exodus is concerned. The exodus of doctors is not decreasing; this suggests that the
government is indifferent. The use of should in [2] creates the impression that the
government seems to be unaware of the gravity of the problem at hand and that there
is a need for it to come to the understanding of the situation. The newspaper calls
on the government to make strong efforts to change the negative situation which
medical brain drain has caused. The focus in [3] is on the attitude of the Minister
of Labour and Employment to the problem of doctors’ exodus. He had claimed that
the country has more than enough doctors. In [3], the NMA president refutes the
claim and admonishes the Minister, who is responsible for labour administration,
labour protection and productivity improvement in the country, on his claims
and disposition to the issue of doctors’ exodus, being a medical doctor himself. He
condemns his seeming ignorance of the statistics of medical doctors in government
hospitals and the state of the nation’s hospitals. Through the use of should, there
is the projection of a negative image of the government as the pronouncement of
the Minister shows that the government seems to be in denial of the true situation
of affairs in the health sector.
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While it is believed by the newspapers, according to the political realities of
Nigeria, that government officials are concerned with retaining political power at
the expense of economic development, the modal auxiliary, 7ust, expresses strong
deontic modality. The use of 7ust in the discourse indicates what the priorities of
the Nigerian government and African leaders are expected to be, towards ending

the menace of doctors’ exodus or medical brain drain.

[4] And as a matter of urgency, African leaders 7ust instill confidence in and
show willingness to improve healthcare services by enunciating necessary health
laws that are capable of increasing funding for the sector and ensuring that the
funds are properly managed. (7he Guardian, 18 May 2018)

[5] The Federal and State Governments 7zus¢ do something urgently to stem
the ugly tide of doctors” exodus. (7he Sun, 6 October 2019)

(6] Besides substantially increasing the funding of Nigeria’s health care delivery
system, remunerations 7zust also be improved upon by government. (Daily
Trust, 26 December 2019)

The Guardian attributes medical brain drain in Africa to an inefficient
public service which is characterised by poor salaries, corruption, poor resource
management and use of obsolete materials among others. The modal auxiliary,
must, is deployed to provoke and compel African leaders to prioritise engendering
the people’s trust in the public service and to display a readiness to bettering health
care services to solve the problem of medical brain drain. The newspaper posits
that these could be achieved through the articulation of laws that would enable
adequate funding for the sector and by securing judicious management of the funds.
In [5], The Sun through the modal 72ust opines that curbing the negative trend of
doctors” exodus is achievable if the two foremost tiers of government would take
exigent actions. The use of the modal auxiliary in [6] accentuates the necessity of
increasing the salaries and emoluments of workers in the health sector in addition
to a significant increase in the funds allocated to the nation’s health care delivery
system.

Lillian (2008) points out that individual modals may function in more than
one category. The context of use of a particular modal determines its use. The
deontic modal auxiliaries should and ought(not) to are naturally used to express
obligation and necessity but in these instances, they are deployed in a sense to make

suggestions or to give advice.
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[7] The Federal Government should frontally address the worrisome brain drain
by increasing the welfare of Nigerian doctors and other health workers. It should
also tackle medical tourism by retaining our doctors and adequately equipping

our health facilities. (7he Sun, 10 May 2019).

[8] If the government genuinely wants an end to the debilitating brain drain
syndrome in the sector, it should take the bull by the horns by making the

environment conducive for the practitioners. (Punch, 14 September 2021).

[9] If the government is concerned about boosting health care, then it has to
recognise the fact that the country does not have enough doctors and efforts
should be made to get more. (Daily Trust, 29 April 2021).

In [7], the editor’s suggestions to ending medical brain drain are related through
the use of the modal should. It is used to provoke the Federal Government to adopt
a deliberate and direct approach to ending the disturbing and alarming trend.
The increasing emigration of the nation’s healthcare professionals could translate
to more deaths and low lifespan and expectancy for the people. The newspaper,
therefore, suggests that the welfare of the health workers could be improved to retain
them. Should is also used to implicitly perform a persuasive role on the Federal
Government to address the problem of medical tourism which is inextricably linked
with medical brain drain by putting in place the necessary facilities to encourage
the doctors to stay back in the country. Punch describes medical brain drain as
a ‘debilitating syndrome;, that is, a weakening condition that is characterised by
associated symptoms in excerpt [8]. The use of this metaphor implied that medical
brain drain weakens the nation’s health care system and is the culmination of
symptoms such as low work satisfaction, a huge knowledge gap and poor salaries
and emoluments, general insecurity, high cost of living, lack of good opportunities
and basic tools, underfunding of the health sector and corruption among others.
The newspaper employs a conditional sentence to drive home its recommendation
on the issue of medical brain drain. It states a condition that has to be fulfilled to
reach a particular outcome. The use of the conditional clause, If the government
genuinely wants an end to the debilitating brain drain syndrome in the sector suggests
that the government needs a willing and sincere attitude to solve the problem of
medical brain drain. The newspaper uses the modal should to express its opinion
on the necessary course of action to bring an end to the problem. The idiomatic
expression, take the bull by the horns, was used to broach the approach that the
government should adopt to end the syndrome; a quick and impactful approach.
The newspaper strongly recommends that the government should put in place a
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favourable work environment for health workers. Again, a conditional clause is
employed to prescribe what the attitude of the government should be towards
solving the problem of medical brain drain as indicated in excerpt [9]. It not only
recommends an empathetic and willing attitude towards improving health care in
the country but also an acknowledgement of the shortage of doctors in the country.
This is against the backdrop of the claim by government officials that the country
has more than enough doctors. It further recommends the recruitment of more

doctors in the country.

Implications of epistemic modality

The epistemic modals, will(not) and would are prominent in the editorials and
are used to show prediction and future time. In [10] — [13], the use of the epistemic
modals will and would depicts what would happen in the future if some conditions
are not met. Thus the certainty of the predictions is based on the fulfilment of

certain conditions.

[10] Until Nigeria places the highest premium on healthcare, the exodus of
doctors will not stop. (The Guardian, 26 September 2019)

[11] With the mass exodus of doctors fleeing an increasingly hostile work and
economic environment, if care is not taken, there wi// be nobody to consult at
the decayed “clinics” again. (Punch, 14 September 2021)

[12] If Nigeria decides to graduate 3,000 doctors every year without the doctors
leaving the country, it will take us 25 years to meet the WHO estimate of one
doctor to 600 patients. (Daily Trust, 26 December 2019)

[13] Medical experts opine that it w// take Nigeria about 100 years to produce
the number of doctors needed by its citizens, even if no doctor leaves the country
after training. (7be Sun, 3 August 2020)

[14] No sound governance in Africa would be achieved without strong public
services and health care delivery. (7he Guardian, 18 May 2018)

[15] If Nigeria can improve the funding of the health sector for doctors to be
able to practice their trade with self-fulfillment and satisfaction, many of the
fleeing doctors would return and enrich the country with the knowledge they
have acquired abroad. (Punch, 3 October 2019).

In [10] - [13], the modal auxiliary, wi//, communicates the newspapers’

predictions on the problem of medical brain drain. The choice of a high degree
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predictive modal auxiliary shows that the newspapers are confident that if proposed
conditions are fulfilled, doctors’ exodus would be halted. The conditional clause in
[10], Until Nigeria places the highest premium on healthcare, indicates the condition
that is attached to the newspaper’s prediction towards the exodus of doctors. 7he
Guardian projects a negative prediction concerning the emigration of doctors as
indicated by the negation of the modal auxiliary wil/ not: the exodus of doctors
would continue for as long as the government continues to neglect health care in the
country. The nonfulfilment of the prediction is dependent on the condition that the
Nigerian government makes health care a major priority. The prediction of Punch
newspaper in [11] is a gloomy one; health care centres would be without doctors
completely if the issue of doctors’ exodus is not addressed by the government. The
description of the nation’s health care centres as decayed tlinics’ paints the picture of
ahealth care system in a state of deterioration and deficiency which the government
has refused to tackle.

Excerpts [12] and [13] put a spotlight on what would happen in the future if
the nation fails to curb doctors” exodus. Daily Trust uses will in [12] to make the
assertion that the nation would require a quarter of a century to meet the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO, 2006) estimate that one doctor should cater for
600 patients. The newspaper also asserts that even if the nation’s medical schools
turned out 3,000 doctors annually, it would still not meet the WHO’s estimate if
the emigration of doctors is allowed to continue. In [13], the position of The Sun
newspaper on what would happen in the future is presented through the lens of
medical experts with the prediction that the nation would require about a century
to meet its requirement of doctors even in the absence of the exodus of doctors.

The Guardian in [14] makes use of the modal would to predict the outcome of
lack of virile public services and health care delivery. It is of the opinion that the
brain drain in the health sector is a consequence of inefficient public services in
Africa. The implication of this is that good governance is possible if African leaders
would pay attention to strengthening and making eflicient public services and
health care. Punch predicts the return of the emigrating doctors in [15] using the
modal auxiliary, would. The newspaper speculates that funding the health sector
and making work conditions conducive for the doctors such that they find job
satisfaction would make many of the emigrating doctors return to improve the
quality of health care in the country with their acquired skills.
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Implications of dynamic modality

The modal auxiliary, can(noz) is deployed to express ability and volition, and it is
used to communicate likely or possible actions that the government could undertake
to halt or sustain medical brain drain in the country in the sample editorials as
indicated in excerpts [16] and [17].

[16] If Nigeria can improve the funding of the health sector for doctors to be
able to practice their trade with self-fulfilment and satisfaction, many of the
fleeing doctors would return and enrich the country with the knowledge they
have acquired abroad. (Punch, 3 October 2019).

[17] The best way to redress this problem is for governments at both the national
and sub-national levels to find the political will to change the sad narrative in the
health sector. This caz be done by substantially cutting the cost of governance
and using the savings to resuscitate the health sector. (7he Sun, 6 October 2019).

In [16], Punch newspaper projects the possibility that doctors who had left
the country for better work conditions and salaries could return of their own
volition to improve the quality of health care delivery in the country with their
acquired skills on the condition that the nation increases the funding of the health
sector. The modal auxiliary, can, shows the possibility of ending doctors” exodus.
In its own view, The Sun in [17] postulates that the most effective way out of the
problem of doctors’ exodus is the willingness of the government at different levels
to demonstrate commitment towards tackling the problem. Again, caz is used
to highlight the capability of the government to end medical brain drain. This is
encoded in a considerable reduction in the cost of governance and the allocation

of the saved funds to revamping the health sector.

S. Conclusion

The study examined the use of modal auxiliary verbs in newspaper editorials to
project the stance of Nigerian newspapers on the issue of medical brain drain in
Nigeria. The modal auxiliary shou/d is used to stir up the emotion of concern about
the disturbing trend of medical brain drain in the people. Should, is used to project
the government as ignorant and non-chalant about the issue. It also highlights
the fact that reversing the trend of medical brain drain should be the duty of the
government. The deontic modal 7zust is used by the newspapers to foreground
the requisite actions to ending medical brain drain. The epistemic modal wif/ is

used by the newspapers to project predictions about doctors’ exodus attempts;
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it draws attention to the probable negative long-term implications of medical
brain drain. Can(not) is deployed to communicate the disposition and volition
of the government towards medical brain drain in the country. The editorials are
significantly marked with deontic modals because of the need to draw the attention
of the government to expedient responsibilities on its part to ensure that the country
is conducive, aiding the willingness of medical practitioners to remain and practice
their profession in the country. The epistemic modals deployed in the editorials are
chiefly channeled towards the projected possibilities if the government addresses
the issues responsible for the exodus of health workers. This is in line with Bonyadi’s
(2011) claim that epistemic modality in editorials are dominantly predictive. As
established by Alfred (2021) the editorials in this study present unbiased stances on
topical issues. Therefore, if social key actors, specifically the Nigerian government,
could pay attention to newspaper editorials, they may be able to favourably address
the issues of medical brain drain in Nigeria and be able to achieve the possibilities
predicted in the editorials.

References

1. Abubakre, F (2017), ‘Influencing the message: the role of Media Ownership on the
press coverage of the 2015 Presidential Electoral Campaign in Nigeria, Brazilian
Journalism Research, 13(3), 60-85.

2. Adebayo, A. and Akinyemi, O. (2022), ““What Are You Really Doing in This
Country?”: Emigration Intentions of Nigerian Doctors and Their Policy Implications
for Human Resource for Health Management, Int. Migration & Integration, 23,
1377-1396. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-021-00898-y

3. Akinwumi, A., Solomon, O., Ajayi, P., Ogunleye, T., llesanmi, O. and Ajayi, A.
(2022), ‘Prevalence and pattern of migration intention of doctors undergoing training
programmes in public tertiary hospitals in Ekiti State, Nigeria, Human Resources
Health, 20(76), 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1186/512960-022-00772-7

4. Alfred, B. (2021), ‘Constructing ideology through modality in newspaper editorials
on security challenges in Nigeria, Linguistik online, 108(3), 3-18.

5. Bakuuro, J. and Diedong, A. (2020), ‘A critical discourse analysis of language in
Ghanaian newspaper editorials, Athens Journal of Mass Media and Communications,
7(1), 45-60.

6. Bonyadi, A. (2011), ‘Linguistic Manifestations of Modality in Newspaper Editorials,
International Journal of Linguistics, 3(1), 1-13. https://doi.org/10.5296/ijl.v3i1.799

7. Carter, R. and Nash, W. (1990), Secing through language: a guide to styles of English
writing. Oxford: Basil Blackwell.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Modal Auxiliavies in Selected Newspaper Editorials on Medical Brain Drain in Nigeria

Cowell, A. (1982), “World oil glut cramps Nigeria’s development.” 7he New York
Times, 25 November. Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/1982/11/26/business/
world-oil-glut-cramps-nigeria-s-development.html (Accessed: 15 February 2022).
Crystal, D. (1985), A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics. New York: Basil
Blackwell Ltd.

Depraetere, I. (2015), ‘Categorization principles of modal meaning categories: a
critical assessment’, Anglophonia, 19(19). hteps://doi.org/10.4000/anglophonia.476
Eggins, S. (2004), An introduction to systemic functional linguistics. 2nd edn.
Manchester, Great Britain: Continuum.

Elyazale, N. (2014), ‘Characteristics of Newspaper Editorials: “Chouftchouf”
in “Almassac” Moroccan newspaper as a Case Study, New Media and Mass
Communication, 32, 21-42.

Fagunleka, O. (2021), ‘Linguistic representation of social actors and ideology in
economic and financial crimes reports in selected Nigerian newspapers, Thesis,
University of Ibadan.

Fatunmole, M. (2022), ‘Four doctors to 10,000 population, Nigeria’s highest in two
decades’ International Centre for Investigative Reporting. 17 March. Available at:
hteps://www.icirnigeria.org/four-doctors-to-10000-population-nigerias-highest-
in-two-decades-data/ (Accessed: 12 May 2022).

Funamoto, H. (1999), ‘A Systemic Functional Analysis of Modal Verbs and Other
Related Expressions in English: Towards Semantic System Networks for Modality,
Thesis, Doshisha University.

Halliday, M. A. K. (1994), An Introduction to functional grammar. London: Edward
Arnold.

Halliday, M.A K. and Matthiessen, C. (2004), An introduction to functional grammar.
3rd edn. London: Hodder Education and Hachette UK. Company.

Hatzidaki, O. (2011), “Greek Men’s and Women’s Magazines as Codes of Gender
Conduct: The Appropriation and Hybridisation of Deontic Modality.” In Living
with Patriarchy — Discursive Constructions of Gendered Subjects across Public Spheres,
edited by Danijela Majstorovic and Inger Lassen, 113-144. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins. 10.1075/dapsac.45.08hat

Jager, S. (2001), ‘Discourse and Knowledge. Theoretical and methodological aspects of
acritical discourse and dispositive analysis’ in R. Wodak & M. Meyer (Eds.), Methods
of Critical Discourse Analysis, 32-62. London: Sage publications.

Khan, A., Rahman, G. and Igbal, S. (2020), ‘A critical discourse analysis of discursive
reproduction of ideologies in Pakistani and Indian press media in the aftermath of
Pulwama attack’, Global Social Sciences Review, 5(3), 146-155. DOI: 10.31703/
gssr.2020(v-iii). 16

Kollar, E. and Buyx, A. (2013), ‘Ethics and policy of medical brain drain: a review’,
Swiss Medical Weekly, 143(3845), 1-8. https://doi.org/10.4414/smw.2013.13845

ounonor Xi 2022 26

165



onnonor Xi 2022 26

166

Olufunke O. Fagunleka, David Olorunsogo

22,
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.
36.

Kreidler, CW. (1998), Introducing English Semantics. London: Routledge.

Lawal, O. (2015), ‘Pragmatics of truth and modality in newspaper editorials: an
example of the Punch and the Tribune), Theory and Practice in Language Studies,
5(4), p688-693. DOL.: http://dx.doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0504.03

Lillian, D. (2008), ‘Modality, persuasion and manipulation in Canadian conservative
discourse; Critical Approaches to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines, 2(1), 1-16.
Mahmood, T, Kausar, G. and Khan, G.(2018), ‘A critical discourse analysis of the
editorials of "Dawn" and "The New York Times" in the aftermath of Army Public
School attack. The "Us" versus "Them" ideology’, Journal of Research in Social Sciences,
6(2), 1-17.

Marques, F. and Mont’Alverne, C. (2019), “What are newspaper editorials interested
in? Understanding the idea of criteria of editorial-worthiness, Journalism, 1-19. DOI:
10.1177/1464884919828503

Mwiti, L. (2018), ‘Nigeria losing about a dozen doctors to the UK every week’, Africa
Check,30 April. Available at: hetps://africacheck.org/fact-checks/spotchecks/nigeria-
losing-about-dozen-doctors-uk-every-week (Accessed: 10 January, 2022).

Nigeria Health Watch. (2019), Emigration of Nigeria medical doctors: survey report.
Available at: https://noi-polls.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Emigration-of-
Doctors-Press-Release-July-2018-Survey-Report.pdf (Accessed: 10 March 2022).
Ogunwale, T. (2008), Advanced editorial writing and specialised reporting. Ibadan:
Penmen’s Press Services Agency.

Olorunsogo, D. (2021), ‘Politeness strategics and pragmatic functions in doctor-
patient interactions in Private Hospitals in Akure, Ghana Journal of Linguistics, 10(1),
353-371.

Olorunsogo, D. and Akinade, O. (2020), “I'm upset with China”: Evaluation of
President Donald Trump’s Stances on Coronavirus Pandemic), lbadan Journal of Pea
ce & Development, 10(1), 119-131.

Olorunsogo, D. and Ige, M. (2022), ‘Other Representations in Politics: “O To Ge”
Rhetoric in Nigeria’s Election Campaigns, Journal of Humanistic and Social Studies,
13(2), 149-162.

Osisanwo, A. (2022), “This Virus is a Common Threat to All Humans”: Discourse
Representation of COVID-19 in Selected Newspaper Editorials, Athens Journal of
Mass Media and Communications, 8(1), 59-78.

Palmer, F. (1986), Modality and the English modals. London: Longman Group
Limited.

Palmer, F. (1990), Modality and the English Modals. London and New York: Longman.
Palmer, F. (2003), ‘Modality in English: Theoretical, descriptive and typological issues’
in Facchinetti, R., Krug, M. and Palmer, F. (eds.) Modality in Contemporary English.
New York: Mouton de Gruyter, 1-17.



37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.
48.

Modal Auxiliavies in Selected Newspaper Editorials on Medical Brain Drain in Nigeria

Punch Editorial Board. (2020), ‘Curbing medical brain drain during COVID-19
pandemic’. Punch. 30 July. Available at: https://punchng.com/curbing-medical-brain-
drain-during-covid-19-pandemic/ (Accessed: 31 July 2022).

Quirk, R., Greenbaum, S., Leech, G. and Svartvik, J. (1985), 4 Comprehensive
Grammar of the English Language. London: Longman.

Ramalan, M. and Garba, R. (2021), ‘Determinants of Nigerian medical doctors'
willingness to practice in foreign countries, Nigerian Journal of Medicine, 30(5), 543-
547.

Rui, Z. and Jingxia, L. (2018), “The study on the interpersonal meanings of modality
in micro-blogging English news discourse by the case of “Donald Trump’s Muslim
entry ban”, Advances in Language and Literary Studies, 9(2), 110-118.

Simpson, P. (1993), Language, ideology and point of view. London: Routledge.
Sunday, A. and Fagunleka, O. (2017), ‘Generic structure potential analysis of feature
articles in Nigerian newspapers, Unizik Journal of Arts and Humanities, 18(1), 108-
130.

The Guardian Editorial Board. (2019), ‘NMA and unbridled doctors’ exodus, Zhe
Guardian, 25 September. Available at: https://guardian.ng/opinion/nma-and-
unbridled-doctors-exodus/ (Accessed: 15 January 2022).

van Dijk, T. (1996), ‘Opinions and Ideologies in Editorials, Paper at the 42
International Symposium of Critical Discourse Analysis, Language, Social Life and
Critical Thought, Athens, 14-16 December, 1995.

von Fintel, K. (2006), “Modality and language’. Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 2nd edn.
Ed.D.M. Borchert. Detroit: MacMillan Reference USA. http://mit.edu/fintel/www/
modality.pdf

Winiharti, M. (2012), “The difference between modal verbs in deontic and epistemic
modality, HUMANIORA, 3(2), 532-539.

Wodak, R.and Meyer, M. (2001), Methods of critical discourse analysis. London: Sage.
World Health Organisation. (2006), “The world health report: 2006: working
together for health, World Health Organization. Available at: https://apps.who.int/
iris/handle/10665/43432 (Accessed: 05 January 2022).

ounonor Xi 2022 26

167



onnonor Xi 2022 26

168

Ony¢ynxe Omonrapa Parynaeka
Ap>xaBHa areHnuja 3a npodecronasty opujeHrauujy y M6asany

Hcrpaxxupauxu oacjex

Aasup Osopyrcoro
IMTanataantcku yHuBep3utet y Aarocy

WMHucTuryT 3a XyMaHUCTUKY

MOAAAHU ITOMOBEHU 'AATOAUY OAABPAHUM
YBOAHHUM YAAHILIMMA O OAANBY MO3TOBA'Y
OBAACTU MEAMLIVHE Y HUTEPUJU

Pesume

Llus oBor papa jecte mpoyyaBarme MOAAAHOCTH Y HOBUHCKHM YBOAHHM
YAAQHIIMMA O OAAMBY MO3roBa y obaactu Meaunune y Hurepuju. Kpos
AMHIBHCTHYKO HCTPaXKHBabe YTBPHEHO je A2 je MULIACHE TOBOPHHUKA HAU
IHCLA U3PAKCHO KPO3 KOPUILTECHE OOANKA 32 U3PAKABABLE MOAAAHOCTH.
Aakae, y pasy ce HCHOHTYjy CTABOBU HHIEPHjCKHMX TAACHAA O OBOM
APYIUTBECHOM ITHTAHY, OAAHB MO3IOBA y CEKTOPY 3APaB/&a Y APXKABH, C LILAEM
uaeHTHdUKaLHje IpeoBaasaBajyhux obamka 3a H3paxkaBarbe MOAAAHOCTH
TE BHHUX0BE QYHKIIMOHAAHE UMIIAMKALIHjE.

Kopnyc cryaunje cactoju ce oa 12 yBOAHMX YAQHAKA U3 YETHPH HUTEPHUjCKA
apxasHa vaconuca: Punch, The Guardian, The Sun v Daily Trust. OBa
YETUPHU Yaconmuca AOOUTHHIIM Cy OPOjHHX HarpaAa U MMajy 3HauajaH 6poj
dhTasana y semmu. [Topany cy npuxynseHn U3 usaamba 06jaBoeHHX y
nepuoay oa 2018. a0 2022. ropune. C 0631/Ip0M Ha TO A2 ce pap, $poKycupa
Ha 00ANIKe 32 H3PAXKABABE MOAAAHOCTH, Y YAAHIIMMA je YOueH YKYIHO 141
TakaB 06auk. MaeHTHdrKOBaHN 06AUIM 32 H3PAXKABAE MOAAAHOCTH
passpcranu cy npema [Taameposom (1986; 1990) naunny xaacuduxanmje
Ha ACOHTHUYKC, CIMTUCTEMHUYKE U AMHAMHYKE.

Pesyararu pasa motsphyjy Aa yrorpe6a AcoHTHUKMX 06AMKA 32 HBPAXKABALE
MOA2AHOCTH IIPEBA3HAA3H yIIOTPeOY CHUCTEMUIKMX MOAAAHHX TAATOAQ Y
YBOAHHM YAQHIIMMA HUTEPHjCKUX HOBHHA YHja j€ TEMA OAAHB MO3IOBA y
obaactu MeaunuHe. Yaumajyhu y 06sup temarcku $oxyc yBoAHHX 9aaHAKa,
HArAACaK je Ha ACOHTHYKUM OOAULIMMA 32 H3PA)KABAE MOAAAHOCTH KOJHM e
npeAcTaBAsajy 0baBeae BAACTH A2 06e30HjeAr AOOPO YIIpaBsalbe U IOBOASHO
IPUBPEAHO OKPysKetbe. ACOHTUIKH OOAULIM KOPUCTE CE U 3a IPOjeKLHjy
notpeba IPUBPEAHOT OKPYXKera YHje OU UCIYHEHhe YMABUAO CI30AYC
AOKTOpa MEAHIIMHE Y eBporicke 3eMae. C Apyre cTpaHe, eMUCTEMHYKU
06AMIIM 32 M3paXKaBakbe MOAAAHOCTH KOPHCTE C€ 3a HU3PAXKABAE

BjCPOBaTHOhe 3a peaAnsaquy OAPChCHI/IX KOpaka YKOAMKO BAACT IIPCYy3ME
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OATOBOPHOCT A2 Y 3€EMAH O6€36PIjCAI/I HOBOAHE PUHAHCHjCKE YCAOBE 32
3APABCTBEHE PAAHUKE.

» Kwyune pujeuu: 06AHIIH 32 H3PaXKaBAHh€ MOAAAHOCTH, YBOAHU YAAHIIH,
OAAUB MO3TOBa, MEAMjCKH AUCKYPC, ACOHTUYKU 0bAuIY 32 H3pa’kaBambe
MOAQAHOCTH, EIMMHUCTEMHYKH OOAMIIM 3a HU3pa’kaBalkbe MOAAAHOCTH,
AMHAMHYKY 06AUIIN 32 H3PaXKaBAe MOAAAHOCTH, MOAAAHH nomohuu

TAAQTOAH.
Preuzeto: 25.9. 2022.
Korekcije: 11. 11. 2022.
Prihvaceno: 18. 11. 2022.
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